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GREETINGS FROM DR. SARGENT…SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 
 

It has been such a pleasure to see our students display their amazing talents in their spring musicals, concerts, and talent 

shows these past weeks.  The high school productions of The Drowsy Chaperone and Nice Work If Y ou Can Get It were so 

professionally done!  The combination of awesome acting, tremendous singing and dancing, beautiful scenery, and smart pit 

orchestra work made for truly outstanding shows.  At the middle schools, The Wizard of Oz and The Little Mermaid 

charmed audiences and showcased the fine talents of our 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students.  These performances wouldn’t be 

possible without the dedication and leadership of our teaching and support staff.  Whether they are directing, choreo-

graphing, conducting and playing in the orchestra, preparing program booklets, designing costumes and scenery, or serving 

as ushers, Parsippany-Troy Hills teachers are a tireless tour de force! 

It is, therefore, especially exciting to share the news that Parsippany-Troy Hills Township School District has been recog-

nized by the National Association of Music Merchants (NAMM) Foundation as a “Best Community for Music Education.”  

This awards program recognizes the outstanding efforts of teachers, administrators, parents, students, and community lead-

ers who have demonstrated a strong commitment to music education.  We appreciate the dedication of our school communi-

ty to maintaining exemplary music programs in our schools.   

As we head into May and June, there will be many opportunities to celebrate the academic careers of our faculty and the 

many achievements of our students.  I look forward to cheering alongside you at induction ceremonies, Scout Courts 

of Honor, retirement celebrations, graduations, and moving-ups in the coming weeks.  Thank you for 

your support of our staff and faculty this year.  Parsippany-Troy Hills is a wonderful community 

and it is a true privilege to work and learn here. 
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REMINDER:  New Jersey law prohibits cars idling for more than 3 minutes... 

please turn your car off while waiting to drop off/pick up your children.  Thank you! 

Intervale’s Third Graders! 
After working really hard to learn their lines and use their best acting voices, the third 
grade presented the Terry the Tooth play to the primary grades.  Both classes put on a 
wonderful performance! 
 

They've begun working on fractions in Math, but will continue to practice their multi-
plication facts as well...these are very important to help them manipulate fractions.  In 
Science, they LOVED going on Google Expeditions with their "viewer" goggles. They 
observed animals, examined fossils, visited the Great Wall of China and the Statue of 
Liberty.  Finally, our third grader's experienced what a broken life cycle is when the 
plants were deprived of water for five days during the snowstorm. They were heard 
stating, "We can learn from anything!" 

http://www.pthsd.k12.nj.us
http://www.facebook.com/pthsd
https://twitter.com/PTHBOEJoni


In the Design and Problem Solving class at Brooklawn Middle School, 7th grade students are given the op-
portunity to apply their problem solving and critical thinking skills to authentic design tasks. Earlier this 
year, a group of students were “hired” by Mr. Nicosia to help design and plan out a product that he wanted 
to build that would help him to be more effective in his daily tasks at Brooklawn. He had seen pictures on 
Twitter of administrators who had portable desks or workstations that they could use to be more visible and 
present around the building each day. He approached the students and asked them to take him on as their 
client and design a cart/workstation for him to build and use at Brooklawn. 

 
Together, the class worked on every stage of the design. They began with initial interviews with Mr. Nicosia 
to determine his needs and constraints for the design so that they could be sure their product would fit his 
needs and wants. From there, the students formed smaller design teams and each team researched and creat-
ed an initial proposal for his workstation. These proposals included scale drawings of the cart, as well as 
lists of materials and a working budget for the build. The students pitched their designs to Mr. Nicosia and 
he provided them with feedback and suggestions for revision and improvement. At this point, the entire 
class came together to merge the best elements from each design and Mr. Nicosia’s suggestions and feed-
back into one final design with a full budget and plan for the build. They pitched their final design to Mr. 
Nicosia and then waited eagerly for him to build the final product, which was displayed for all students to 
see at our Electives Showcase! 

 
Throughout the project, the students demonstrated not only an understanding and application of the design 
process, but also learned how important communication and empathy are in design. It was rewarding to see 
the students so invested in doing something for their school and their pride and sense of accomplishment 
was evident in how they carried themselves throughout the whole project. They were a cohesive team and 
learned to recognize and value each other’s strengths and how to support each other in times of struggle or 
difficulty. Now, they eagerly look for Mr. Nicosia and his portable workstation and love to share with others 
about how they helped to design it!   Written By: Alison Franz- BMS Computers Teacher 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING LITTLETON STUDENTS! 

BMS DESIGN AND PROBLEM SOLVING CLASS 

 

During the month of March, Littleton School participated 

in the "Sugar-Less Day to Prevent Tooth Decay" 
statewide education initiative for fourth grade students. 
The program includes oral health education, a poster con-

test, and oral health information and resources for stu-
dents, teachers, and parents.  Congratulations to the win-
ners of the poster contest, Deva Jan and Isabelle Wang! 
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Congratulations to all the CMS and PHS students who 

participated in the National History Day Regional Com-
petition at Princeton University on March 10. Central 
Middle School’s students Laya Neelisetty and Sumaiya 

Rehman, who produced a project on Pakistan and India, 
will be moving onto the state 
competition. In addition, Ja-

son Ton-That, Tyler Tran, 
and Sai Veeramachaneni, 
who made a project on the 

Mexican-American War, will 
be moving on. Also moving on to the state competition are Oliva 

Chou, Nisha Patel, and Sanjana Ramaswamy for their project on The Paris Peace 
Accords. Additionally, Parsippany High School students Evonne Iman, Eileen 

Zhang, and Katie Zhang’s project on the Forgotten Holocaust of WWII will be mov-
ing onto the state competition on May 5th.  The students prepared for the competi-
tions through participation in The National History Day Club, which is facilitated by 

CMS teachers Mrs. Glatz, Ms. Hatzipetros and Mrs. Kalb.  Congratulations to all. 
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Northvail Elementary School recently celebrated United Nations Day. The 
seven countries represented were China, India divided into Northern and 
Southern India, Ireland, Egypt, Zimbabwe and Greece. Parents and family 
members hosted exhibits that provided students with information about the 
history, customs, clothing, entertainment, and traditions of their respective 
countries. The event lasted the entire school day giving each class a designated 
period of time to circulate throughout the auditorium from country to country.  

The purpose of the event was to cultivate global citizenship in the students. 
The children were encouraged to ask questions and to celebrate cultural differ-
ences. It was fantastic to see how engaged, curious and receptive the students 

were to learning about various cultural nuances.  The staff and parents at Northvail believe that it is important for 
the students to learn, at a young age, about accepting those that are different from them and that tolerance and re-
spect should be exhibited for things that are unfamiliar to their own customs and traditions.  
 

A special thanks is given to the Northvail parents for volunteering their 
time and providing the staff and student body an opportunity to cele-
brate all the richness and benefits in being 
part of a diverse community. 

NORTHVAIL CELEBRATES UNITED NATIONS DAY! 

CENTRAL MIDDLE SCHOOL AND 
PARSIPPANY HIGH SCHOOL 
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PARSIPPANY HIGH SCHOOL—SPIKE II 
PARSIPPANY HILLS HIGH SCHOOL 
 

SPIKE II was held on Friday, April 13th at Central Mid-
dle School. SPIKE is a charity volleyball tournament 
and is a joint effort by the PHS and PHHS Student 
Councils to raise money for the NJASC state charity. 
This year's charity is America's Grow-A-Row, an organ-
ization that raises and donates crops to the homeless and 
impoverished.  Overall, we had 30 teams from both 
schools playing in a double-elimination tournament (62 
games total).  Between entrance fees and donations, we 
raised $1,082.87 dollars! 
 
SPIKE has some big prizes and consequences for the participants. The winning team gets lunch delivered to 
them by the opposing school’s principal. This year’s winner was “Last Minute” from PHHS (Laila Kirstein, 
Sandra Duszkiewicz, Taylor Zitelli, Aidan Zitelli, Valerie Trento and Steve Puchalowski); Dr. Mulroony will 
begrudgingly deliver Buffalo Wild Wings to them in May.   They beat “Now on Court 4” from PHS in the fi-
nals.  Congrats also go out to the “PHHS Players” for being Most Spirited and to “Block Party” for having the 
Best Uniforms.  
 

As a further reward, the school that raises the most money gets to fly their flag over the opposing school for a 
week. As a result, the PHS Redhawk flag will be raised over PHHS for the second year in a row.  
 
We are so proud to see the students of PHHS and PHS working and playing together for a good cause!  

PARSIPPANY HILLS HIGH SCHOOL—EVERY 15 MINUTES 

On Friday, April 20th, 11th graders at Parsippany Hills High School attended the annual Junior Dinner Dance at the Han-

over Manor. Students enjoyed a fun night of dancing, dinner, and making new memories with each other. Most important-

ly, all students arrived home safe and sound that evening while keeping an important message in mind, that every 15 

minutes, someone in America dies from a drinking and driving related accident. That message was delivered the day pri-

or, on Thursday, April 19th, where the PHHS Safety and Climate Team, along with community members from the Parsip-

pany Police Department, EMT, and Morristown Memorial Hospital, hosted a live demonstration with focus on the conse-

quences of drinking and driving. School Resource Officer, Detective Gloria Ortiz, coordinated this impressive event by 

having a simulated accident set up in the PHHS parking lot. When the entire school was called out to the parking lot, they 

saw two damaged cars that had just collided, caused by a drunk driver. Within seconds, police, fire, and EMT vehicles 

were on scene to demonstrate exactly what takes place during a crash like this. The audience was silent as they watched 

their classmates extricated from a crashed vehicle with the jaws of life, boarded on a stretcher and given immediate medi-

cal attention, or arrested by a police officer. As all of this took place, the PHHS Television Production students and teach-

er Andrew Nicholes documented the accident with video and audio equipment, which was also hooked up to large speak-

ers for the audience to hear better. TV Production students boarded the ambulance to Morristown Memorial Hosipital and 

recorded doctors working on Mr. Cuppit, prior to announcing his passing. Other TV Production students accompanied 

Nicholas Verducci in the police car, and recorded his experience being processed at the Police Station, along with his 

mother being informed of her arrest for hosting a party with underage drinking. The TV students captured senior football 

captain, Justin Gurth evaluated and diagnosed by doctors as paralyzed, and then caught the emotional moment of the doc-

tor informing his father. Another emotional skit was played by student Lauren McGlaughin who had died at the scene of 

the crash, then identified and mourned by Mrs. Taylor playing the part of her mother. The following day, students were 

invited to the auditorium to watch the final video, which was heartfelt and meaningful. Other students involved with this 

program included art classes where t-shirt logos were designed, and a support group who wore those shirts to promote the 

program and bring awareness to personal safety, responsibility, and making mature decisions.  A special thank you to oth-

er students and staff members involved, but not mentioned above: Vincent Bianchi, Joshua Esperanza, Joseph Reeber, 

Nicholas Conte, Mr. Delgado, Detective Curving, Detective Costigan, Dean Snook, and the PHHS administrative team. If 

you would like to view the video, it is posted to the school website at http://parsippanyhhs.ss9.sharpschool.com/.  PHHS will 

be revisiting these important lessons on the day of Senior Prom in May.   

http://parsippanyhhs.ss9.sharpschool.com/


The Lake Hiawatha School K-Kids sponsored a food drive to benefit the Parsippany Food Pantry.  Through the 

dedicated efforts of this student service organization, our school donated many boxes of food and supplies to 

those in need.  What an important way to support and benefit our community! 

Lake Hiawatha School's annual Fifth Graders vs. Staff Volleyball Game brought together our students, staff 

members, and families for a night of friendly competition.  The volleyball game has become a tradition that 

helps us show our school spirit, showcase our fifth graders, and support the PTA's fundraising efforts for all of 

the special fifth grade end-of-year events.   

LAKE HIAWATHA K-KIDS 

ROCKAWAY MEADOW CLUBS 
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At Rockaway Meadow School, students are provided with the opportunity to join extra-curricular clubs 

that are held during recess throughout the school year.  These clubs allow the children to explore inter-

ests outside of the more traditional content areas.  Club members can work on learning and/or master-

ing new skills in a variety of areas. In addition, the clubs let the students build relationships and social-

ize with grade level and non-grade level peers who share the same interests.  More than a dozen clubs 

are offered including Book Clubs, Crochet Club, Yard 

Games Club, Karaoke Club, and Foreign Language Club.  

When asked to share their thoughts about the clubs, stu-

dents had the following to say…. 

“I really like playing board games, so I decided to join the 

Board Game Club. My favorite game we played was Piction-

ary.” - Bryce (Grade 2) 
 

“I joined Crochet Club because I thought it would be fun to 

learn something new. Not only is it fun to crochet, it’s also 

really relaxing.” - Andrea (Grade 5) 
 

While all of the clubs have generated high levels of inter-

est and involvement, the club that is generating the most 

buzz throughout the school is the Rockaway Meadow School Dance Team. This club is made up of girls 

and boys in grades four and five. Working under the direction of Mrs. Schneider and Mrs. Pandorf, the 

Dance Team has already mastered two dances and is currently working on its third.  The Dance Team 

has performed for the entire school on three different occasions, and we are all looking forward to an-

other performance in the near future. When asked about their experience with the Dance Team thus far, 

the students had the following to say…. 

“I wanted to step out of my comfort zone and try something new, so I joined the RMS Dance Team. I love it!” - 

Van (Grade 5) 
 

“It’s fun to do something I’ve never done before. I also liked performing in front of the whole school.” - Abel 

(Grade 5) 
 

“The Dance Team gives us a chance to bond as a team and get to know each other better.” - The general consen-

sus of the Dance Team 



        TROY HILLS TRAVELS DAY 2018 

In February, the students and staff members of Troy Hills School traveled around the world learning about the history 

and culture of many countries! This annual tradition of multicultural sharing has been taking place for more than a dec-

ade. A committee of staff members worked for months to plan and prepare for this special day. The students of the 

World Language classes of Parsippany High School also joined us as special guest presenters. 

Our special day began with an “Opening Ceremony” assembly program, complete with an Olympic torch! (February 9th 

just happened to also be the date of the Opening Ceremony for the 2018 Winter Olympics!) Troy Hills student present-

ers shared interesting facts about a variety of countries. As students left the All-Purpose Room, they began their travels 

for the day, carrying their “passports” which were stamped at each location. 

Throughout the day, teachers and parents (assisted by their children) presented about many different countries and cul-

tures, including China, Germany, India, Italy, Philippines, Pakistan, South Korea, Southwest Native America, Taiwan 

and Washington, DC. In addition, PHS students shared informative presentations about the following countries: Canada, 

Dominican Republic, Italy, Ivory Coast, Mexico, Spain, and Switzerland. 

Fourth Grade students used their technology skills to research each country. The students created posters with facts and 

flags to post for each location. All students, grades K-5, participated in games, crafts, music, dance, and movement ac-

tivities as they learned about the rich history and culture of many exciting places! Students and staff members created 

flags and wore clothing that represented their country of origin or a place that they had traveled to in the past. The day 

concluded with an amazing “Closing Ceremony”, during which each teacher read aloud a list of names of the countries 

represented within their classes. The teachers passed the torch from one class to another until all classes had taken a turn. 

After hearing the names of all of the countries read aloud, we discovered that 76 countries were represented by our Troy 

Hills School community! We were so proud of our students, as always, for demonstrating respect, tolerance, and under-

standing for our diverse Troy Hills family.  

                                     MT. TABOR’S SEUSS-A-BRATION 

The month of March was definitely a busy one at Mt. Tabor School.  We kicked off the month 

with a variety of activities to promote the love of Reading amongst our students.   We held our 

annual Seuss-a-bration which lasted a week and led up to Read Across America Day.  Through-

out the week, a number of visitors from the school district, as well as the community, visited and 

read to our students.  Among them were our Superintendent Dr. Sargent, as well as Mayor So-

riano.  Throughout the week, we also had a variety of spirit days and held our annual character 

parade.  More than seventy students dressed up as their favorite character and presented to their 

classmates.  A new addition to our celebration this year included Readers Theater presentations 

conducted by our fifth graders and coordinated by our Reading  Specialist, Mrs. Krivanec.  Our 

younger students enjoyed listening to them recount some of our beloved Dr. Seuss stories.   

We are already busy planning next year’s event and have more surprises in store! 

EASTLAKE FAMILY MATH NIGHT 

Eastlake School hosted a family math night and the turnout was wonderful. With almost two hun-

dred people in attendance, our participants rotated through nineteen math stations. Stations includ-

ed activities such as “Flip and Compare”, “Rolltiply”, “Tens Go Fish”, and “Pattern Blocks”. Fa-

cilitated by Kara Baltuch and Danielle Scarpa, Eastlake students, parents and teachers played 

games that reinforced grade level math concepts. The evening 

was a huge success for a number of reasons. First is that stu-

dents got to use enjoyable formats to reinforce previously 

learned math skills. It’s a night where students and parents work together and have fun. 

Second is the great opportunity for us to strengthen community bonds.  When schools 

and families work together to support learning, we believe that children tend to do better 

in school. The evening was wrapped up by announcing the winner of an estimation jar 

and all students receiving a door prize for attending this special night. Great job, 

Eastlake!   



AMERICAN EDUCATION EXPLORATION CHINA TRIP 2018 

Knollwood Elementary School celebrated International Day 2018 on February 8th. This day has become a much anticipated 
celebration of the diverse population at our school. Classroom teachers, specialists, and parents worked together to present 
a wide array of countries to our school community. 

 

Throughout the day, students traveled from country to country and took part in a range of activities. In South Korea, stu-
dents played ddakji, a traditional South Korean game involving slamming down folded paper tiles. Table top curling was 
the game of choice as older students visited the United Kingdom, while younger students visiting the United Kingdom 
made paper bag castles. In Australia, students created Australian masterpieces by dot painting a variety of Australian ani-
mals. In Egypt, making sand art about what they learned helped students remember the information shared with them about 
about Egypt’s history, culture, and traditions. 
 

As a closure to the day, Knollwood’s PTA sponsored a cultural arts program entitled, Rhythms Around the World. Mary 
Knysh, a performer from Young Audiences New Jersey, shared the music and rhythms of our world community, playing 
instruments from her vast multicultural collection. Students were invited to actively participate, as well. 
Students, staff, and parents left the day with a greater appreciation for the diversity that our school represents. 
 

“Good schools, like good societies and good families, celebrate and cherish diversity.”  ~Deborah Meier 

KNOLLWOOD—CELEBRATES DIVERSITY 

As part of the AEE (American Educational Exploration) Exchange Program members of our Board of 
Education, Administration and faculty were invited to China so that they can get a new understanding 
of China’s society, their language, culture, and education.  
 

While they are there they will attend welcoming ceremonies, visit 
primary and secondary schools in Zhuhai and in different provinc-
es, learn about Chinese society, and hold meetings with Chinese 
educators.  They will be visiting museums and points of interest 
such as the Banpo Museum, Terra Cotta Warriors and Horses Mu-
seum, Pagoda Building (which is the oldest Buddhist Temple in 
China, and the Shan Xi Historical Museum. 
 

This summer we are excited to not only host students from 
Zhuhai, who will participate in our Wide World of Summer Pro-
gram and educational classes to help develop their skills and un-
derstanding of the English Language, but to also welcome and 
host Zhaojian Cai, a Martial Arts Teacher, to present and teach 
martial arts classes to our students for eight weeks in our Wide 
World of Summer Camp.   

 
In the past four years, hundreds of students have participated in the program and have shown tremen-
dous growth from the experience!  
 



Welcome to the Parsippany-Troy Hills Wide World of Summer! Wide World of Summer (WWS) is a summer 

camp and enrichment program that provides activities, programs, and field trips for children in grades 1-8. The 
primary goal of WWS is to provide a safe and rewarding summer day camp experience to children of various 
ages, interests and backgrounds, in a positive and educational environment.  
 
Enrollment will close when the maximum enrollment is met.  

 Open to all students entering grades 1 through 8 in September 2018.  
 Enrollment is limited and available on a first come, first serve basis.  
 Campers must be enrolled for a minimum of 2 weeks (does not have to be consecutive). 
 Enrollment will close the second Friday of June.  
 NO refunds will be given after May 31, 2018.  
 

Staff will make reasonable accommodations to provide access to the program for students with disabili-
ties. One-on-one supervision cannot be provided. ALL students must have independent toileting skills. 
Exceptions cannot be made. 
 
Payment Schedule: 
NO CHILD MAY START CAMP UNTIL PAYMENT IS RECEIVED IN FULL.  

 $50 non-refundable registration fee is due with the application.*  
 Half of total payment is due by Friday, June 1, 2018.  
 

Remainder of balance is due by Friday, June 15, 2018.*If you register and pay in full on or before Friday, 
April 30th, we will waive the registration fee. 
 
Registration Check List: 
 

In order to register for WWS, you need to complete and submit the following (forms are linked below—
CTRL Click): 
 

  Read the WWS Information Sheet 
 Registration Form 
 Emergency Medical Form 
 Media Release Form 

            
Additional Medical Forms: 
If your child needs any medication while attending WWS, 
please complete  
and submit the appropriate forms no later than Friday, June 
15, 2018 (forms are linked below). 
  Read the WWS Information Sheet 
 Registration Form 
 Emergency Medical Form 
 Media Release Form                                                                                                                              
                       WWS Promo 

http://www.pthsd.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_27012/File/For%20ParentsStudents/SKIP.PACE/Wide%20World%20of%20Summer/WWS-InformationSheet.pdf
http://www.pthsd.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_27012/File/For%20ParentsStudents/SKIP.PACE/Wide%20World%20of%20Summer/WWS-Registration.docx
http://www.pthsd.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_27012/File/For%20ParentsStudents/SKIP.PACE/Wide%20World%20of%20Summer/WWS-EmergencyMedical.pdf
http://www.pthsd.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_27012/File/For%20ParentsStudents/SKIP.PACE/Wide%20World%20of%20Summer/PACE-All-Media-Permission-Form.docx
http://www.pthsd.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_27012/File/For%20ParentsStudents/SKIP.PACE/Wide%20World%20of%20Summer/WWS-InformationSheet.pdf
http://www.pthsd.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_27012/File/For%20ParentsStudents/SKIP.PACE/Wide%20World%20of%20Summer/WWS-Registration.docx
http://www.pthsd.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_27012/File/For%20ParentsStudents/SKIP.PACE/Wide%20World%20of%20Summer/WWS-EmergencyMedical.pdf
http://www.pthsd.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_27012/File/For%20ParentsStudents/SKIP.PACE/Wide%20World%20of%20Summer/PACE-All-Media-Permission-Form.docx
https://youtu.be/dRATBA5t-2k
https://youtu.be/dRATBA5t-2k

