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GREETINGS FROM DR. SARGENT…SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 

Hello, Families! 
 

What a beautiful autumn it has been!  The amazing weather has been eclipsed only by the 
dedicated teaching and positive learning environment present in our PreK through 12th 
grade classrooms.  Truly, each time I visit our fine Parsippany-Troy Hills elementary, mid-
dle, and high schools, I am greeted by caring and smart teachers and principals who are 
very focused on providing our students with everything they need to be successful in 
school.  As we near parent-teacher conference time, I know you will experience the same 
level of dedication that I see each and every day in our schools.   
 

This past spring, our Board of Education approved Strategic Planning Goals that will guide 
our district’s planning and resources for the next several years: 
 

 Our district will create an innovative and rigorous educational experience in a borderless 
learning community that produces creative students who are problem-solvers and self-
directed individuals. 

 All students will receive social and emotional support to become adaptable, confident 
citizens who embody self-awareness and strong interpersonal skills, capable of responsible 
decision-making and managing their emotions and behaviors. 

 Our community of adult learners will be fully engaged in professional growth experiences 
which enable them to continuously hone their craft and maximize student achievement. 

 

Our current work involves crafting strategies and activities in support of these broad goals.  
Each Strategic Planning goal has a committee of 10-15 educators, board members, and ad-
ministrators working to develop objectives and timelines to help these important tenets 
take flight.  We will report out on this work through future newsletters and Board of Educa-
tion meetings.  This is an exciting time for our school community!  Please don’t hesitate to 
reach out to your child’s teacher, your school principal, or me if we can be of assistance to 
you. 
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                      OVATIONS FOR RELIEF!! 
 

The event, billed as “Ovations for Relief,” is a collaboration between 
the Parsippany-Troy Hills Education Association (PTHEA) and the 
Parsippany-Troy Hills Township School District. The idea was born when elementary 
school music teacher James Caulfield looked for ways to aid the victims as well as the dev-
astated schools.  “I saw all the destruction in the areas hit by the hurricanes and I thought 
that we could surely help,” said Caulfield, who will perform a Carole King number with his 
family.  “I knew that we had all kinds of hidden talents among our faculty and staff, and so 
I reached out to them and to the superintendent to see if we could all come together to 
support a hard-hit school in each affected area.”  
 

Educators from across the Parsippany-Troy Hills School District will leave their classrooms 
and offices for the stage as they showcase their talents in a benefit performance for the 
victims of hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria. 

2017 Pink Out!! 

Knollwood 

Rainbow Day 

Click for 

Flyer 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B37w8kJN_hTMc09wOEp6UnlWUzA/view?usp=sharing
http://www.pthsd.k12.nj.us
http://www.facebook.com/pthsd
https://twitter.com/PTHBOEJoni


“By coming together for one common goal, PHHS has lifted their own 
spirit, bringing character and climate to new heights.” 

On September 15, 2017, Parsippany Hills High School students and staff traded 

in their Viking blue colors to make room for gold. The color gold signifies 

childhood cancer awareness. For the past few years, the Viking community has 

stepped forward every fall season to show support to one of their future stu-

dents, Sean Reis. Sean was diagnosed with a dysembryoplastic neuroepithelial 

tumor in February of 2012. The tumor was originally thought to be inoperable, 

until doctors at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center were able to map the 

tumor and remove a large percent later that year. Since that time, Sean has had 

several more procedures, with the tumor resurfacing again.  

Sean's mother and biggest fan, Brenda Reis, spoke to the entire student body 

during the pep rally at PHHS on Friday, September 15th. She informed the 

crowd how serious childhood can-

cer is, citing that a child is diag-

nosed with cancer every two minutes somewhere in the world. Additionally, one in every 285 chil-

dren will be diagnosed with cancer by age 20. Twelve percent don't survive. The data is alarming, but 

both Sean and Brenda expressed gratitude and appreciation for a Viking community that pulled 

together to show support. The Viking football team embraced Sean as an honorary captain, having 

him participate in the pep rally and helping the team on the sidelines. The team also wore gold socks 

for the game, while the Viking cheerleaders wore gold ribbons in their hair and also pooled together 

to purchase yellow apparel as part of the fundraising taking place.  Parsippany's Little Viking Foot-

ball Team also participated over the weekend by wearing gold, as did most fans at Friday night's 

football game where PHHS defeated Chatham 41-12. 

The Viking community has gathered for several years to show support to Sean, but the impact that 

Sean has had on the school has been tremendous. By coming together for one common goal, PHHS 

has lifted their own spirit, bringing character and climate to new heights.  

‘LITTLE’ BUTTERFLY PROGRAM 

VIKINGS GO GOLD FOR SEAN! 

The Littleton Kindergarteners had such a 

wonderful opportunity this Fall to watch the 

life cycle of a Monarch Butterfly right be-

fore their eyes! It began when students found 

three monarch caterpillars in the "Mrs. Paul-

ine McDonnell's Butterfly Garden," located 

at Littleton School and brought them into the 

classrooms for observation. The children 

could not believe that, once full on milk-

weed, the caterpillars transformed into 

chrysalises. This beautiful life cycle process 

was witnessed as the butterflies emerged and 

spread their wings. Once strong enough, the 

butterflies were ready to be released back 

into nature. The kindergarteners learned a 

special Monarch Butterfly song that they 

sang as they gathered around the garden and 

watched the butterflies take off for Mexico. 

It was a celebration they will never forget! 

Thank you to the Girl Scout troops, Mrs.  

Irwin, and our students for growing and 

maintaining a butterfly garden which pro-

vides students the hands-on opportunities to 

learn about metamorphosis, butterfly food 

preferences, habitat needs, and migration 

patterns. 

You can learn more about New Jersey But-

terflies, Sites, and Events using the follow-

ing link: 

http://www.naba.org/chapters/nabanj/index.html 
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http://www.naba.org/chapters/nabanj/index.html


          ROCKAWAY MEADOW’S GOOGLE EXPEDITION 

Thanks to Google Expedition, a virtual reality teaching tool, teachers at Rockaway Meadow were able  

to expand their instruction beyond the four walls of the classroom. Students at all grade levels partici-

pated in virtual field trips during the month of October, including visits to the Grand Canyon, Florida 

Everglades, Museum of Natural History, and the White House. 

The specific expeditions were chosen by the teachers based on the current unit of study in either 

science or social studies.  Teachers downloaded the expedition onto an IPad and then became the 

tour guides for the remainder of the lesson.  Using the viewers, students followed their guide on a 

virtual adventure of a lifetime.  Pop up notes provided the teachers with speaking points along their 

journey.  The teachers used these as a springboard for more in depth discussions. As a staff, the 

teachers found the Google Expedition Kits to be an effective way to enhance their instruction and 

accelerate student learning.  Google Expedition will be available at all of the elementary schools at 

different times during the school year.  With this type of technology, the possibilities are endless.  

The students were equally excited about this new way of learning. They were able to “visit” places 

they may have only heard or read about.  

“We could see the entire Grand Canyon; down to the bottom and the area around it … I have never been to 

the Grand Canyon. It was like we were really there.”  -  Ally H. (Grade 4) 

“I liked when we went on the skywalk and were able to look down into the Grand Canyon. It was so realis-

tic.” - Thomas N. (Grade 4) 

“It was so realistic – we could see all of the parts of the Everglades without even stepping out of our class-

room.” - Marissa C. (Grade 5) 

 

The LHS Student Council elections were held in September.  Candidates 

for officer positions created posters to publicize their candidacy.  They 

shared campaign speeches at an assembly program, after which students in 

grades 3-5 cast their votes.  Congratulations to 2017-2018 officers:  Presi-

dent - Thomas Colantoni, Vice-President -  Mayuri Mahajan,  Secretary - 

Simran Patel  and Treasurer- Anish Mahapatra.     

Lake Hiawatha School students and staff exceeded the Summer Reading 

Program Principal's Challenge by reading over 200,000 minutes over the 

summer.  All participants were acknowledged at a school-wide assembly 

and will participate in a special outdoor Reading Recess to celebrate this 

achievement and their love of reading.  In addition, the 2017-2018 LH fami-

ly recreational reading program, Reading is POWERful!, kicked off on Oc-

tober 1.  What a fun-filled year of reading for all! 
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The Northvail teachers worked collaboratively with Ms. Esposito and Mr. Martens in se-
lecting the annual summer challenge. On the last day of the 2016-2017 school year North-
vail students were given a journal to encourage them to write. A letter was sent home ac-
companying the journals outlining guidelines, topic suggestions, and explanations of 
different types of writing and literary devices to use in their journal based on lessons from 
the school year. The students returned their completed journals in the first few days of 
school. Periodic reminders were sent to parents and students via the school messenger 
service to inspire them to write. 
 

When the children returned in September, approximately two-thirds of Northvail’s entire 
student population returned their summer journals. Some students even returned more 
than one! This writing challenge would not have been successful without Northvail staff 
and parents working together to support the education of Northvail’s children. The school-parent 
partnership supporting many aspects of the children’s educational experience will be a consistent 
theme throughout the 2017-2018 school year.   

NORTHVAIL SUMMER CHALLENGE 

LAKE HIAWATHA HAPPENINGS 



 

MT. TABOR SPREADING KINDNESS 

Troy Hills teachers, Miss von Dohlen and Ms. Najjar-Keith, are instructing their fifth 
grade students this year using a “co-teaching” model.  The teachers report that their 
students are interested, attentive, and excited about the new classroom "Exit 
Tweet" board!  The students are prompted to think and reflect about a specific 
lesson and then “tweet” about what they have learned.  Students may also 
choose to “tweet” a question regarding the information they have just learned, 
as well. (#knowledge!) 
 
In addition, the teachers have incorporated “Inspiration Boards” within their 
instruction, encouraging the students to form goals and dreams (in the cloud).  
The students recently engaged in a lesson about  9/11. They reflected upon the 
heroes in their own lives. Each child created a “Hero Poster” which was dis-
played in the Fifth Grade hallway.   
 

This month past and present members of   
K-Kids were visited by Mr. Mejia and Mrs. 
Baker from the organization “From House 
to Homes” regarding building homes in 
Guatemala.  The organization was founded 
by a Morristown native, Joe Collins, in 
2004, helps to build homes for the very 
poor in Guatemala.  Volunteers commit to 
a five day work week and a $500 per person 
donation to the organization.  These mon-
ies are used to buy materials for the houses, 
to educate the children and to provide 
medical care for the families who receive a 
home. The Mt. Tabor Head Secretary, Mrs. 
Dickerson, and her family travel each year 
to be a part of this very special project.   

Mt. Tabor’s School community has gener-
ously helped the Dickerson family build 
one home a year over the past six summers 
in Guatemala.  The K-Kids have raised 
$5,000 by selling homemade bracelets from 

Guatemala and by sponsoring a “Buy a 
Brick” fundraiser.  Each cement brick costs 
$2.00 and there are 700 bricks needed to 
build a house.  K-kids invite the students, 
families and staff to buy a brick which the 
students and their advisors then use to 
“build a home” on a bulletin board in the 
school. 
 

Mt. Tabor students enjoyed Mr. Mejia’s and 
Mrs. Baker’s visit and asked many questions 
regarding the organization, life in Guate-
mala and what they can do to make a 
difference.  The Timberwolves look forward 
to working together with “From House to 
Homes” to continue spreading kindness to 
other parts of the world.        

CENTRAL STUDENTS CREATE THEMED               
RUBIK’S CUBE MOSAIC 

CO-TEACHING AT TROY HILLS 

At Central Middle School, a variety of technology-infused courses promote student creativi-

ty and focus on 21st century skills. In the seventh grade Young Makers course, students de-

sign and build objects on a 3D printer, control robots with servo motors and activate light 

through sound. As young makers in our makerspace, students also use Makey-Makeys, Lit-

tlebits and a variety of other instructional resources to create original projects. This fall, the 

Young Makers of Mrs. Mekita's class borrowed 225 Rubik's cubes from You CAN do the 

Rubik's Cube.  They created many small group mosaics in preparation for creating a whole 

class masterpiece representing CMS. Students practiced their problem-solving skills and 

learned algorithms while being creative and having fun. 
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Eastlake students, parents, and teachers took part in family reading night on October 12, 
2017. This event was organized by Reading Specialist, Christine O’Connor, in an effort to 
foster a love for reading by highlighting the many ways that reading can be fun.  The 
theme for this year’s Family Reading Night was character education. All activities for the 
evening took place throughout the school and there was great participation from various 
Eastlake teachers and students.  

The night began with student volunteers in grades four and five who read a variety of po-
ems about the importance of kindness and acceptance. Each poem comes from a collec-
tion of various poetry books written by Jack Prelutsky.  

Following a series of poems was a performance by our amazing teachers in a rendition of 
“One Eye! Two Eyes! Three Eyes! A Very Grimm Fairy Tale” as told by Aaron Shepard. This 
reader’s theater performance teaches a lesson about the importance of goodness, kind-
ness ,and understanding. All visitors in attendance were asked to take a reading oath be-
fore having the opportunity to travel to various reading stations, where teachers read their 
favorite selections.  

This was truly an enjoyable evening where our Eastlake community came together to cele-
brate literacy, reinforce the importance of respect and caring, and place value on the home
-school connection. Thank you to all who joined in on this great event.   

Brooklawn Middle School is off to an exciting 

beginning this year!   

BMS Loving Literacy! 
 

The Brooklawn Literacy Knights [BLK 

Coaches] offer professional development 

and workshop sessions weekly for the sci-

ence, social studies, and ELA teachers.  PD 

sessions have included close reading strate-

gies, annotation skills, and creative ways to 

use post-its to assess comprehension.  Fol-

lowing the PD sessions, Mrs. Hernandez 

and Mrs. Gibson had the opportunity to go 

into classes and work with students in the 

same areas.  In addition, at the end of each 

PD session, teachers are asked to write 

down an area where they seek knowledge. 

The literacy coaches then compile the 

teacher responses into a “PD Wish List” 

which drives the upcoming sessions.  Work-

shop sessions have also become 

quite popular!  This is where the 

literacy coaches work closely 

with the teachers to develop and 

refine assessments, projects, 

rubrics, etc.  All in all, we could-

n’t be more excited to launch 

this new approach to literacy!  

EASTLAKE FAMILY READING NIGHT 

            LAKE PARSIPPANY—PENGUIN OF THE MONTH! 
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AROUND OUR CLASSROOMS AT BROOKLAWN 

Lake Parsippany School is proud to implement its “Penguin of the Month” Character Education Pro-
gram. Throughout the school year, students of all grades and classes have an opportunity to be recog-
nized for demonstrating genuine good acts of character throughout the school. As a school, we always 
focus on “taking care of each other” to add to the positive climate and culture. 
 

Each month has a specific character trait theme dedicated to it. At the end of each month, selected stu-
dents are recognized at a school-wide assembly as the “Penguins of the 
Month.” This is always a great opportunity to enjoy strong school spirit 
and to recognize student achievement in “taking care of each other.”  

The month of October has been dedicated to the overall theme of RESPECT. This has been a great 
way to promote positivity and good character! 
 

Students and staff are proud of these recognition assemblies celebrating and highlighting student 
efforts and good character at Lake Parsippany School! 
 
Penguin of the month themes:  Respect, Honesty, Caring, Teamwork, Kindness, Responsibility, 



PAR HIGH SERVICE NIGHT 

Parsippany High School held their first Service Night of the school year on Sept. 
19th.  Over 140 PHS students donated one hour of their time for a school beautifica-
tion project.  Using the Periodic Table of Elements, students created positive ele-
ments to hang around the building. Some of the elements included:  

            Be “Believe” Tm “Team” As “Aspiring” Lv “Love” 

            P “Pride”  Lr “Leadership” H “Help”  B “Bravery” 

It was a great way to send a positive message and to set the tone for a great opening 
of school.  We will continue with our monthly Service Night on October 23rd for 
“Pumpkins and Pancakes” hosted by the Peer Buddies Club.    

Last Spring, in collaboration with the Knollwood PTA, Knollwood School 

set out to redesign our school blacktop area.  It was a fairly blank space in 

need of a facelift!  After surveying staff and students, a wish list was devel-

oped.  With a very generous donation from the PTA’s Class of 2017 fund, 

design plans were approved, a final budget was set, and the painting work 

was started.  In mid-October, the finishing touches were added and the 

painting project was finally complete!  The blacktop has now been trans-

formed into a new and very inviting space to be utilized for recess and be-

yond!  Be sure to stop by Knollwood to see the new colorful United States 

map, four square game board, hopscotch, rainbows, painted lines and 

shapes, and even a two-lane track outlining the perimeter!  A HUGE 

THANKS to the Knollwood PTA for their ongoing support and constant 

dedication to the betterment of Knollwood School!  The students are     

loving their newly designed blacktop!    

KNOLLWOOD SCHOOL HAS A NEWLY DESIGNED BLACKTOP 

Intervale third grade students have had a great beginning to the school year!  In Science, 

students have focused on the Engineering Design Process, and have built and tweaked 

several different prototypes, including airplanes and bridges. 

In math, students are practicing adding and subtracting using place value and regroup-

ing.  They have been rounding numbers to the nearest tens and hundreds place. Commu-

nities, including suburban, urban and rural, have been the focus in Social Studies. Students 

designed new communities using all that they learned in this unit.  Using the workshop 

model in Language Arts, students read and write every day, and recently, decorated writing 

journals with images that will help to inspire their writing throughout the year. 

INTERVALE BUILDING BRIDGES...WORKING THROUGH THE ENGINEERING PROCESS 

PACE provides quality care for K-8 children enrolled in the 
Parsippany School District through our SKIP program.  Under the 
guidance of a very qualified and friendly staff, children experience 
a wide variety of enrichment activities in a safe and fun environ-
ment.  SKIP also offers full day programs during some school 
breaks and holidays. 
 

We are now accepting registration for our full day SKIP Program    
on November 9th and 10th—7:15 am to 6:00 pm @ CMS 
Registration DEADLINE:  November 1st. 

 

 
 

 PACE is currently accepting registration for several exciting classes: 
 

 Babysitter Training for ages 11 to 15 

 Basics of the Six Mental Faculties 

 Knitting - Intermediate  

 Reliving Your Past Lives 

 Spirit Encounters 

 Infant, Child & Adult CPR/AED & First Aid 

 Wreath Making Workshop (just in time for the holidays) 
 

For more information about these classes visit our registration 
site: PACE Registration or call our office 973-263-7200 ext. 3021 

PARSIPPANY ADULT AND COMMUNITY EDUCATION (PACE) 

Special Note: Your child must be currently enrolled in SKIP to take ad-
vantage of our full day program.  If you are interested in registering for our full 
day program or would like more information about SKIP, please call 973-263-
7200 ext. 4342 

http://parsippany.ss9.sharpschool.com/for_parents__students/s_k_i_p__p_a_c_e/adult/
tel:(973)%20263-7200

