
 
 

 

  

    
   

   

  

   

   

      
   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

      
 
 

         

      

     

 

         

       

       

        

     

 

       

         

    

     

         

    

        

    

       

     

         

 

 
   

             

 
 

         

      

      

      

      

          

           

      

   

 

Stay informed on our district website www.pthsd.k12.nj.us, Facebook, 
www.facebook.com/pthsd, and Twitter@PTHBOEToni 

April 2019 
Volume 2, Issue 3 

Education Today, Success Tomorrow 

GREETINGS FROM DR. SARGENT…SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

Our district has welcomed spring with a bounty of showcases for our stu-

dents’ talents. From the hilarious production of “9 to 5” at Parsippany 

High School to the toe-tapping extravaganza of “42nd Street” at Parsippa-

ny Hills High School to numerous school plays, concerts, and cultural arts 
assemblies, the performing arts are alive and thriving in Parsippany! For 
the second consecutive year, the district has been named a “Best Commu-

nity for Music Education” by the NAMM Foundation. As one of only 39 

school districts in New Jersey to receive this designation, we are proud of 
the commitment shown by our teachers and students in practicing, creat-

ing, and performing music. 

We are especially excited about our plans to establish a Strings Program 
for 3rd grade students in September. There is strong interest among our 
current 2nd grade families and a special “Strings Showcase” held a few 

weeks ago was extremely well-attended. Special thanks to the Lakeland 

Youth Symphony, the Music Den, and the Music Shop for their presence 
at our Showcase and for assisting our families so readily. 

Once we return from spring break, time will really begin to fly! Our high 
school students will complete Advanced Placement tests, student musi-

cians of all ages will perform in Spring Concerts and Jazz Cafes, Sports 
Banquets will celebrate spring season athletes, and our 5th, 8th, and 12th 

grade students will begin to acknowledge that they will soon be leaving 
their familiar school settings for new adventures. 

Thank you for the privilege of guiding your children through 
these important years. 
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BROOKLAWN COLOR RUSH APRIL 2019! 

On April 6th, the BMS PTSA hosted its first color run event! The 
event included the collaboration and hard work of our PTSA, vol-

unteer parents from both middle elementary schools, our student 
body, and support from our STARS Program students and their teachers who filled orders as 
part of their life skills class so students and families received their t-shirts and donated items 
for Color Rush. A huge thank you to over 300 participants in this year’s event that was sure 
to bring a whole lot of color to the day and the families that came out to support participants. 
PTSA received several sponsorships as well to support this student and family community 
event. Thank you for making spring that much brighter. 

http://www.pthsd.k12.nj.us
http://www.facebook.com/pthsd
https://twitter.com/PTHBOEJoni


April, the Parsippany Hills High School National Honor 
Society initiated a new service fundraiser geared toward 
fighting heart disease. The fundraiser "Stomp Out Heart 

PARSIPPANY HILLS HIGH SCHOOL FIGHTING HEART DISEASE 

       

    

    

    

    

        

   

      

     

     

       

        

       

        

           

     

 

 

              

 
       

           

      

         

         

        

        

         

       

      

        

       

      

         

        

          

 

LAKE PARSIPPANY—AWARD WINNING BOOKS 

With the entertainment award season in full swing, award winning books 
were featured this month in the Lake Par Library. All students will have an 
opportunity to checkout award winning books for their personal reading 

pleasure. The Caldecott Medal and Honor books, are awarded annually to 
the artist of the most distinguished American picture book for children pub-

lished by an American publisher in the United States in English during the 
preceding year. The Newbery Medal and Honor books are given each year to 
the author of the most distinguished contribution to American literature for 
children. The Pura Belpre award is presented annually to a Latino/Latina 
writer and illustrator whose work best portrays, affirms, and celebrates the 
Latino cultural experience in an outstanding work of literature for children 
and youth. The Geisel Award is given annually to the author(s) and illustrator 
(s) of the most distinguished American book for beginning readers published 

in English in the United States during the preceding year. The Coretta Scott 
King Book Awards are given annually to outstanding African American authors and illustrators of books for 
children and young adults that demonstrate an appreciation of African American culture and universal human 
values. And the winner is… everyone who takes advantage of reading these amazing titles. 

-

Disease" called for the involvement of 10-15 other clubs, 

joining forces in a competitive way by artfully designing 
shoes for the Principal, Mr. DiSanto, to wear for one 
week. The Key Club, Interact Club, several world lan-

guage clubs, the Drama Club and many others deco-

rated plain white loafers in this effort to build aware-

ness of the devastating effects of heart disease. Col-

orful shoes went on display in the cafeteria for the student body to vote on 

During the month of 

through donations. The winning shoes were created by the National Honor 
Society, giving Mr. DiSanto's feet a hot rod appearance. The National Honor 
Society raised over $60 for The American Heart Association. Congratulations to the National Honor So-

ciety for another successful service project, and for honoring the four pillars that the organization is built 
on: Scholarship, Service, Leadership, and Character. 
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LAKE HIAWATHA SCHOOL K-KIDS 
Lake Hiawatha K-Kids is sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of 
Parsippany. LHS K-Kids is a student-led community service 
organization facilitated by teachers, Mrs. Massey and Mrs. Ra-

diotis. K-Kids helps to prepare young students to join other Ki-

wanis sponsored clubs, such as Builder’s Club in middle school 
and Key Club in high school. Together, they brainstorm needs 
within the community and decide which they will participate in 
for the school year. The students learn leadership skills, build 
character, demonstrate kindness and inclusiveness, and perform various service pro-

jects for the school, community, and nation. 

The LHS K-Kids meet monthly to discuss different fundraisers and projects Lake Hiawatha School can participate 
in to help better our community. So far this year they raised money for METAVivor and created and sent holiday 
cards to Cards For Hospitalized Kids. In March they ran the Pigs In Action campaign to raise funds for Fighting 
Children’s Cancer Foundation. Students involved in K-Kids help spread awareness for the causes by creating post-

ers and visiting classrooms to talk to students about K-Kids’ purpose. 

PARSIPPANY HIGH SCHOOL SPIKE TOURNAMENT! 
Parsippany High School and Parsippany Hills High School held their 3rd annual SPIKE Tournament on April 
4th. SPIKE was created to be be a fun and competitive fundraiser that would bring both high schools together 
to make a difference. We are proud to say that this year's tournament was our largest ever with 35 teams and 
the most productive with $1,300 raised for the One Simple Wish, a charitable organization that grants wishes 
for foster children across New Jersey. Huge thanks to the PHHS and PHS Student Councils and their advisors 

Congrats go out to PHHS for winning the fundraising competi-

tion by $60 and to the team from PHHS called "We Got Next" 
who took home the title with an undefeated record. The team 
consisted of JD Bresslauer, EJ Comerford, Ty Sallie, Dennis Wil-

son, Jordan Thompson, and Corey Katzenberger. They will be 
rewarded with a free lunch delivered to them by Dr. Mulroony, 
the opposing school's principal. 

Pack 142 held the Pinewood Derby races in January at Littleton Elementary School. 
This was in conjunction with an emergency vehicle visit in February from the Fire/ 
Ambulance/Police Department for community outreach and service learning. Stu-

dents become civically engaged either through individual volunteerism, organiza-

tional involvement, and events that give students a val-

uable out-of-classroom experience. This will 
help students generate ideas for future service 

and volunteer projects. 

Thank you to all participants and siblings who 
attended the annual Pinewood Derby at Little-

ton School! All cars are on display in the main 
lobby and showcase team building and commu-

nity support. 

for organizing, planning and facilitating the event. 

LITTLETON PINEWOOD DERBY! 
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BATTLE OF THE BOOKS MAKES ITS DEBUT AT MT. TABOR 
2019 marked the debut of Battle of the Books for a group of fifth grade students 
at Mt. Tabor Elementary School. Mrs. Beth Raff, the Media Specialist at Mt. 
Tabor, applied for a grant from the Parsippany Education Foundation to pur-
chase the books for the program. The club was opened up to fifth graders and 
12 students began meeting in January during their recess. Mrs. Melissa 
Okenblum, Children’s Librarian at Parsippany Public Library, co-led the group. 

Battle of the Books was established by the New Jersey Association of School 
Librarians (information can be found on their website at NJASL.) A commit-
tee selected 15 books covering a variety of genres that were appropriate for stu-
dents in grades 5-6. In addition, NJASL provided questions for the Battle of 
the Books competition. 

Students divided themselves into three 
teams. Next, at least every group mem-

ber committed to reading at least 3-4 of the titles selected. During club 
meetings leading up to the battles, students learned more about each 
book and author through their website, as well as Kahoot digital review 
games prepared by Mrs. Raff. Practice questions were also generated. 
Questions are asked in the format “In what book…?” and the response is 
the title of the book along with the author’s name. 

During the battles, each team had one minute to come up with their answer. Two rounds of 10 questions each 
were played. In the end, the team of Dev Krishna, Tanvi Nakirikanti, Tarun Thukkaram, and Sanjana Veggalam 
was victorious. The other teams consisted of Sophia George, Josie Gravitt, Avni Maheshwari, Isobel Stroh, 
Aanvi Desai, Andrew Nicholas, Sulayman Shakoor, and Shriya Sridharan. All participating students did a won-
derful job! A special thank you to Mrs. Raff and Mrs. Okerblom for making this event possible! 

CENTRAL MIDDLE SCHOOL—YOUNG WRITERS 

113 students from Central Middle School have been identified as out-

standing writers and selected to be published in Stranger Sagas: New 

Jersey Tales. Copies of this book will be donated to the school li-

brary. Also, a copy will be sent to the Library of Congress so there is a 

lasting record of the students' achievements. Central Middle School is 

now eligible to receive the Young Writer's Award of Excellence. All rec-

ognized students already received formal certificates acknowledging 

their outstanding Writing with Respect to Original Stories. Additional-

ly, each of the students is eligible to receive the top prize of an Ipad and 

trophy and runners-up are eligible to receive Amazon gift cards. The 

teachers involved in encouraging their students to enter this contest 

spanned all three grade levels. Mrs. Laurito, Mrs. Goldberg, Mrs. 

Kalb ,and Mrs. Buccino are all very excited to see their students’ proud 

smiles when Stranger Sagas - New Jersey Tales was published 

in March. 
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EASTLAKE’S MONTH LONG READING CELEBRATION 

Eastlake School extended the Read Across America cele-

bration for the entire month of March as we celebrated 
reading in some shape or form for every day of the 
month. In addition to celebrating positive reading habits 
during the first full week of March, a common theme in 

schools across the country, Eastlake had daily announcements and activities that 
introduced and exposed our students to various genres of books in order to expand 

interest in choices for reading. Guest readers, competi-

tions, and themed units highlighted our month long cele-

bration. We culminated the month with a classic DEAR 
(Drop Everything And Read) activity in which the entire 
school, staff and students took time to dive into a book of 
their choice. The students had the chance to expand on 
their new interest by attending a Book Fair in the first 
smiles for the Eastlake “Reader Leaders.” 

CLUBS AT ROCKAWAY MEADOW 

At Rockaway Meadow School,   
students are given the opportunity to join extra-
recess throughout the school year. These clubs allow 

outside of the more traditional content 
on learning and/or mastering new skills 
tion, the clubs allow the students to 
with grade level and non-grade level peers who share similar interests. 
Several clubs are offered including Great Books, The Art Of Writing, 
Math Games, Crochet, Board Games, Kids Inspiring Kids, and Tone 
Chimes. When asked to share their thoughts about the clubs, students 
had the following to say…. 

“I really like playing board games, so I decided to join the Board Game Club. My favorite game is Connect 4.” - Savan-
nah (Grade 2) 

“I like playing board games with friends at school. My favorite game is Sorry.” - Evan (Grade 2) 

“I joined Crochet Club because it seemed like it would be fun to learn something new.” - Maddison (Grade 5) 

“I like Crochet Club because I am learning how to do something I did not know before. It’s also very calming.” - Ally 
(Grade 5) 

While all of the clubs have generated high levels of interest and involvement, the club that is generating the most 
buzz throughout the school is the Rockaway Meadow School Dance Team. This club is made up of girls and boys in 
5th Grade. Working under the direction of Mrs. Schneider and Mrs. Pandorf, the Dance Team has already mastered 
a few dances and performed for the entire school at a recently assembly. We are all looking forward to another per-
formance in the near future. When asked about 
their experience with the Dance Team thus far, 
a few of the students had the following to say…. 

“I saw the Dance Team perform last year, and it seemed like 
it would be fun. I like it because it gets us moving! – Thomas 

(Grade 5) 

“I like to dance at home, but this is more fun because I get to 
dance with my friends.” Vaishna (Grade 5) 

5 



       
     

        
       

    
 

 
 

       
    

       
  

 

      
        

      
           

 
 

            
        

            
       

        
  

 

       
        

 
 

       
          

       
 

 

     
     

    
   

   

 

 

      
      

       
      

    
  

      
       

       
    

       
         

   
  

 
         

 

 NORTHVAIL 

It’s always great to hear from past students and find out what 
they are pursuing, how they are doing, their current interests, 
etc. Fortunately, this recently occurred with a former Northvail 
student, Arjun Sheth. Arjun attends the Morris County School of 
Technology and is the Locations Manager at a non-profit organi-
zation known as Business Bootcamp. He contacted Mr. Martens 
and asked if Northvail 4th and 5th grade students would be in-
terested in a Business Bootcamp workshop. After gaining more 
information and, with the help of Mr. Breiten arranging a sched-
ule, the founders of Business Bootcamp, Achintya Saxena and 
Arthur Sciacca, came to Northvail to teach the marketing work-
shop to each of the 4th and 5th grade classes. The students 
learned about the 4p's of Marketing (Product, Place, Price, Pro-
motion) through interactive games. 

Connecting with former students is like spring when the flowers and trees make their way back to us, bringing 
us much needed color and life. 

INTERVALE SCHOOL 

The third graders are enjoying getting back into reading fiction books after an in-
teresting non-fiction reading unit. They are collaboratively working in book clubs to 
read independent texts. Students are learning character traits, and will be able to 

describe how a character changes throughout a story. By the end 
of their book, they will describe how a character goes up and down 
a story mountain. 

In writing, the third graders are completing their opinion / per-
suasive writing unit. Throughout this unit, our classes have dis-
cussed the different methods they can use to get their opinion 

across, and possibly change someone else’s mind. 

They are very busy learning about nonfiction text features. Students created posters displaying examples and 
explanations of several text features. After learning about using print and online dictionaries (Word Central), 
teams of students ‘competed’ in a Dictionary Team Challenge. (Everyone was a winner!). Themes integrated 
in to our lessons were President’s Day (George Washington’s Teeth), Women’s History Month ( The Girl With 
a Mind for Math: The Story of Raye Montague), and winter (Mad Libs and Book Character Snowmen). 

Intervale’s Fifth Graders are learning about the value that podcasts can have on our learning. Because of the 
wide variety of topics for kids’ podcasts, students can choose their interests. We’ve been using podcasts to 
build our knowledge for our Mixtures and Solutions unit. The students took it a step further to become con-
tent creators. They wrote, directed, and edited their own podcast clip, intertwining some of the interesting 
things they learned within our unit. The students learned the challenges of keeping their piece to an exact 
time while also reading fluently “on the air”. It was a fun experience! 

Fifth grade students also created booktalks using the app SeeSaw. They had fun sharing their talks with each 
other. We have created a SeeSaw blog in order to share their booktalks with other PTHSD fifth grade stu-
dents. 

Fifth graders also spent several weeks learning about strategic searching when using the 
internet, which led in to a lesson on identifying and extracting information from an 
online news article. Students are now aware of the ‘useful’ versus 
‘not useful’ elements of online news articles. 

For Black History Month, using the app Big Huge Labs, students 
researched then created a magazine cover featuring a culturally 
significant African American from past or present time. Students 
practiced extracting information from web sites and inferring 
about their person to get information for the magazine cover. 



 

   
      
      

     
 

 
         

            
          

   
 

       
     

   
  

        
 

 
      

   

  

 

  
 

        
       

          
         
       
        
      

      
         
        
 

 
   

 
      

       
     

  
   

  
  

  
   
  

   
      

         
 

TROY HILLS SCHOOL 
Instruction within the Community 

Ms. Goodhand’s class took a trip to Shoprite in January as part of our com-
munity based instruction program. Each group was given a list of items to 
help shop for our school Coffee Cart, a teacher’s groceries, and the ingredi-
ents to make english muffin pizzas. At the store, each group got a shopping 
cart and students were assisted to find the aisles labeled with the items that 
were on their list. Each student had a clipboard with pictures of what they 
were looking for and would check off the item once it was found. After find-
ing everything, all students took turns scanning, bagging, and paying for 
their groceries. After returning to school, the class made english muffin or 
bagel pizzas following a recipe. The bagel pizzas were the hit of the class-
room! 

Troy Hills 4th Grade Learns about Local Government 

Last month the fourth grade visited Parsippany Town Hall and Police Sta-
tion. Students were very excited to see how our local government works, 

which built on their knowledge of 
our government from social stud-
ies. We met many fantastic officers 
and discussed the important work 
that they do. Officer D'Alessandro 
and staff were extremely kind to 
show us around the station. Mayor 
Soriano and his staff taught us 
many things about what they do 
around Town Hall. The Mayor kindly answered all our questions, and 
he filled us in with all the behind-the-scenes work that goes into run-
ning a town. 

KNOLLWOOD SCHOOL 

beautiful masks. These countries were just a few of the many places traveled on this unique day. 

On February 1, Knollwood Elementary School celebrated International 
Day 2019. This much anticipated day of celebrating our school’s diverse 
population has become a Knollwood tradition. Classroom teachers, spe-
cialists, and parents worked together to present a wide array of countries 
to our school community. 

Throughout the day students traveled from country to country and took part in a range of activi-
ties. In Brazil, students traveled deep into the rainforest. Traveling to Mexico taught the students how to make 
the perfect taco! While visiting Turkey, students learned a traditional game; and, in France, students designed 

As a closure to the day, Knollwood’s PTA sponsored a cultural 
arts program entitled, Mexico Beyond Mariachi- Journey 
Through Mexico. This program included pre-colonial instru-
ments and vibrant interpretations of music and dance. Students 
were highly engaged and able to come away with a fresh and au-
thentic perspective of Mexican culture. 

What an awesome opportunity to share our diversity and learn 
from it too! 



   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
       

          
           

                
              

         
   

 

   

 
 

               
        

        
  

 

  
 

             
          

        
   

  

 

       
              

         
          

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parsippany-Troy Hills Township Schools 

Elementary Music Department 

Dear Parents: 

Greetings from the instrumental music department of Parsippany-Troy Hills Township Schools! It is with great 
excitement that we share the news that we will implement an Elementary Strings program at our elementary 
schools next year, beginning with Grade 3 students. Interested students in 3rd grade w ill have the oppor-
tunity to learn to play a stringed instrument, read musical notation, and interact musically in an orchestra. 
Each strings student will meet with his/her teacher in a small group lesson for one 30-minute period per week 
during the school day and a concert performance will be scheduled toward the end of the school year. Please 
note that strings instruction will not impact the general music/vocal classes our 3rd grade students currently en-
joy – nor will it interfere with flutophone instruction.  Those experiences will continue for all students. 

Instrumental Music Instruction 

and Expectations 

Students will begin by taking weekly, small group pull-out lessons with a Strings teacher in the fall of 3rd grade. 
Children who play an instrument learn to understand and appreciate music more than non-performers. Social-
ly, the child develops self-worth, creativity, poise, self-discipline and the ability to work with others toward a 
common goal.  Students must be prepared to practice regularly and to take good care of their instrument. 

Instrumental Rental 

It is the responsibility of the parent to provide an instrument for their child. Most families choose to rent an 
instrument initially, though you may also consider purchasing one outright. Because children will progress to 
larger sized string instruments as they grow, purchasing an instrument at this early stage is not recommended. 
The music stores we recommend are local, reliable, and supply instruments of good quality. Families must pro-
vide students with an instrument (violin, viola, or cello), method book, rosin, spare strings, and other supplies.  

Please complete the attached form and have your child return it to his/her classroom teacher. Parents will need 
to arrange for instrument rental on their own. Som e stores have the option of com pleting rent-
al forms and payment information online. If you wish to use another source in the procurement of an instru-
ment, feel free to do so. Finally, if your child is interested in playing a stringed instrument and you are unable 
to provide for this, please contact me at the e-mail below. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Barbara Sargent 

Superintendent of Schools 
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 Hills Township Schools 
Elementary Music Deparbnent 

Grade 3 String Instrument Music Registration Fonn 

Please print all information and return to your child's school Principal by Monday, April I, 2019. 

Student's Name: 

School: 

Home Address: 

Home Phone: 

Parent Email: 
(for updates and communication regarding strings/ orchestra only) 

Instrument Choice: D Violin D Viola D Cello 

Willrentastringinstrument □ RentalVendorName: __________ _ 

Own a string instrument □ Instrument brand and model: _________ _ 

Parent Name 
(please print): 

Parent Signature: 

Any additional questions, comments or things we should know about your child ( e.g. musical 
experience, background)? 

** Please note that this form assists us with noting students who are interested in studying a 
stringed instrument in 3rd grade next year. It is not a rental form. Parents will need to contact one 

of the music shops listed or another vendor of their choosing to arrange for rental. 




